 2009 Central Intercollegiate Athletic Conference Tournament

Game 4- 7 Virginia State University vs. 2 Elizabeth City State University @ 3:00

February 26, 2009

Charlotte, North Carolina- With a win split in the regular season, the Virginia State University Trojans, after defeating the Saint Paul College Tigers in their Wednesday night match- up, 76-67, stole the night with a three-point win over the second- seeded Elizabeth City University Vikings.
Entering the half, the Trojans with their first reception by junior guard and VSU’s leading scorer Trey Mines, mounted on an impressive 6-0 run, 1-7, with ECSU’s only point by All-CIAA senior guard Anthony Hillard. Mines, along with senior guard Michael Johnson, advanced the Trojans to an 11-point lead, 3-14, only 7 minutes into the half. In a progressing half, Hillard sparked into his usual fire, as the conference’s leading man in scoring and rebounds,a dn drove to the hole drawing the foul. ECSU’s Hillard brought the team within 2 of a game tie, with two made free throws, while separating the VSU man defense. 
Mines, in an aggressive consistency, continued the Trojans lead by 6, 14-20. Forcing the ECSU Vikings to resort to perimeter shooting and failed attempts at the 3 point line, the Trojans secured the advantage at another timeout, with 6:38 to play. Hillard, with 7 points thus far, sprung in the paint for a completion and a foul, only adding to a 3-point contribution by junior guard DeJuan Morrison, bring the Vikings with 1 of a tie, 26-27.
Down 5, the Vikings resorted to Hillard for paint aggression, which, of course, he delivered; along with Morrsion, brought ECSU one shy of the tie of 31 at the one minute mark. With a secure defense, the Trojans allowed no score attempts to seal the halftime advantage, 30-31. 
The half’s leading scorers were VSU’s Trey Mines, with 13, and ECSU’s Morrison and Hillard, with 9 each. Hillard also had 6 rebounds to add at the half. 
With Morrison’s momentum, the ECSU Vikings entered the second half on top, and pushing for the lead, which soared with a striking inbound alley dunk by senior forward Demond Hickman with the assist from guard Jamal Rouse. With the lead by 1, 48-47, ECSU’s senior guard Mel Johnson hit a long range jumper to give the Vikings the two point lead, 51-49. With 5:17 remaining in the half, and VSU within one of a tie, Morrison banked a shot to one again take the game lead, 59-57. 
Two minutes left to compete, and the game tied at 61, Hillard drove to the hole and drew the foul but couldn’t complete the play, and missed his two free throws and gave VSU possession. Hillard made up for his error with a mid-range floater, immediately following VSU’s Johnson’s drive completion, to again tie the game at 63. In the half’s lasting 30 seconds, VSU regained possession on an ECSU inbound, leading by 3, 63-66, and ended the game victoriously, with free throws by Johnson, 69-66.
Mines ended the night with 14 total points and 6 rebounds and Johnson added 18 points and 5 rebounds. History was made; the win was Virginia State’s ticket to the tournament semifinals Friday February 27th, last accomplished in 2004. 
