2/25/2009
CHARLOTTE, NC – With much excitement and anticipation the 2009 CIAA Basketball Tournament men’s bracket got underway tonight. Tonight’s men’s opening bracket tip off featured #10 Saint Paul’s College (6-22) and #7 Virginia State University (13-17).  These two Eastern Divisional foes faced off twice this season with the Trojans coming away with the home and away sweep of the Tigers.  Tonight’s tightly fought match up featured  eights ties and seven lead changes as both teams stared down the barrel at the end of their 2008-09 seasons. But when the buzzer sounded at the end of regulation, it was the Trojans who would continue to do battle another day as they scrapped out a 76-67 win over the Tigers.  Trey Mines poured in 21 points to help propel his team to victory. 
The first half was tightly played with Virginia State University taking a 10-6 lead after back to back three pointers by Leon Willis (Prince George, MD) and Trey Mines (Colonial Heights, VA) just under the 15:00 mark of the first half. The Tigers answered the Trojans by going on a 15-6 run over the next five minutes to play to take a 21-16 lead. Virginia State’s Jacobe Simpson (Charlotte, NC) capped off a 7-0 run after hitting a 15 foot jumper at the top of the key to pull the Trojans within two points at 23-21. With 3:20 to play in the half VSU’s Mines drove the lane and laid in two points to pull his team within one point at 30-29. After a defensive stop, Jennis Plummber (Norfolk, VA) gave the Trojans a narrow lead 31-30 lead after grabbing an offensive rebound and banking it in for two points. The two teams exchanged baskets to run out the clock at halftime with Saint Paul’s taking a 37-35 lead. 

After a first half that saw five ties and four lead changes, the second half began much as the first ended. Mines found an open Simpson who hit a floater in the paint to tie the game for the first time in the second half at 39-39. Two possessions later Willis hit a wide open three pointer to give the Trojans their first lead of the second half at 42-41. Both teams continued to fight on both ends of the court but around the ten minute mark of the second half the Trojans took their biggest lead of the half at 52-48. Two free throws by Richardo Pride (Potomac, MD) pulled the Tigers back within striking distance at 52-50 with just under nine minutes to play. Mines made good on a three pointer at the 6:12 mark to spread VSU’s lead to 59-50, the largest lead by either team in the second half. That was all the cushion that the Trojans needed as they held off any late comebacks by the Tigers to take the 76-67 win. 
#7 Virginia State University advances after tonight’s win to play #2 Elizabeth City State University tomorrow afternoon at 3:00pm. 

For Virginia State University Trey Mines was named the Food Lion Most Valuable Player after scoring 26 points on a 7-12 shooting performance.  JC Chaney (Danville, VA) notched a double-double with 13 rebounds and 11 points while Jacobe Simpson contributed 14 points in the Trojan win. 
For St. Paul’s three players ended the game in double-digits with Kendrick Williams (Portsmouth, VA) netting a team-high 19 points. Anthony Wynn (Richmond, VA) chipped in 17 points while Davon West (Washington, D.C.) had 12 points. 
