Johnson C. Smith 63, Virginia State 56

2/27/2009

CHARLOTTE, NC –  And then there were four…With each game that passes the stakes get higher as four teams remain heading into tonight’s 2009 CIAA Men’s Championship Tournament. Those four teams are all battling to earn a spot in tomorrow’s championship game.  Tonight’s first semi-final game featured seventh seeded Virginia State University against the third seeded Golden Bulls from Johnson C. Smith. 
The Trojans came into the game after beating Saint Paul’s College in opening round play and followed that up with an upset win over second seeded Elizabeth City State University last night. Johnson C. Smith beat Shaw University yesterday afternoon to earn a spot in the first of two semi-final games to be played tonight at the Time Warner Cable Area. 
The Trojans and the Golden Bulls met twice this season with the Golden Bulls coming away with the season sweep. Despite their court hustle, the Trojans would suffer the same fate tonight as the Golden Bulls battled to a thrilling 63-56 win. 

Neither team disappointed the packed arena as they battled out the first half nearly matching bucket for bucket. But it was the Trojans who edged the Golden Bulls 32-30 heading into halftime. VSU’s Jacobe Simpson, a Charlotte native, scored nine first half points to help give his team the halftime advantage. 

The Golden Bulls came out to score on their first two possession of the second half to gain their first lead of the game at 35-34. That 5-0 run by the Bulls was capped off by a three-pointer by Ryan Scott (Reston, VA). The Golden Bulls spread their lead to four points at 39-35 at the 15:00 mark of the game. Just three minutes later the Trojans gained a point advantage at 42-41 when Ricardo Lipscomb hit a three pointer as the shot clock expired. JCSU scored three quick buckets to open up their largest lead of the night at 48-42 with just under thirteen to play in the game. 
After starting the game shooting nearly 50% from the floor, the Trojans went cold in the second half, scoring just 24 second half points. However, Trey Mines (Colonial Heights, VA) hit a key three pointer to bring the Trojans within striking distance at 52-48 with just over three minutes to play in the game. 
Leon Willis (Prince George, MD) made good on a lay up after grabbing an errant Johnson C. Smith pass to cut the Golden Bull lead to two points at 2:06. Johnson C. Smith’s Ronald Thornhill (Alberta, VA) scored a three pointer on the Bulls ensuing possession to get back up on the Trojans 55-51. The Trojans were forced to foul sending the Golden Bulls to the line. After two missed JCSU free throws, Mines spotted up for a three-pointer to pull his team within three points at 59-53 with :11 ticks on the clock. 

After hitting 6-10 free throws over the final minute and a game-ending slam dunk by Brian Mobley (Charlotte, NC) the Golden Bulls iced the game and solidified their place in the 2009 CIAA Championship game. 
For the Golden Bulls, Ronald Thornbill (Alberta, VA) was named the Food Lion Most Valuable Player after scoring 15 points and dishing out five assists. Jerry Hollis (Charlotte, NC) and Ryan Scott each chipped in 16 points in the 22nd win for the Golden Bulls. 
Trey Mines was named VSU’s Food Lion Most Valuable Player after scoring a team-high 14 points. Jacobe Simpson had 12 points and seven rebounds while Michael Johnson (Philadelphia, PA) added 11 points and hauled in eight rebounds. Virginia State wraps up the year at 14-18 overall after tonight’s loss. 

