2009 Central Intercollegiate Athletic Conference Tournament

Johnson C. Smith University v. Saint Augustine’s College

February 27, 2009

Charlotte- North Carolina- In the night’s second semifinals duel, the ladies of Johnson C. Smith University faced the Saint Augustine College Lady Falcons, with a two-win advantage in the regular season, and left the night successful with a 6-point win, 59-53.
The Lady Falcons began the half on a 6-0 rush, with drives from sophomore starter and Virginia native Lekeisha White, the Lady Falcons continued on in the lead to force a JCSU timeout at 14:25, 5-11. With a drive by sophomore guard Tiana Morris to bring the lead to 7, the Lady Falcons, along with execution by senior point guard Dierra Washington, brought the ladies into a leading jump-off at the ten minute mark. SAC’s Allison Sikes, All-CIAA player and the Lady Falcons second-leading scorer, entered the game warmed up with intense movement to the basket drawing the defensive contact. 
Up 5, with a drive by guard Whitney Griffis, SAC sprung into an offensive force, but in transition, couldn’t seem to stop JCSU’s junior transfer Wendy Stywalt, averaging 16.7 PPG, and 6.9 RPG. Stywalt, had two game highs facing the Lady Falcons in the regular season, of 27 points and 11 free throws. Within one of a tie, JCSU’s senior guard Janai Jackson hit a shirt jumper, giving impetus on defense to Stywalt to dominate in the paint, and successfully, she rushed in the paint for a completion and the Lady Golden Bulls lead, 21-20. Twenty seconds in the half, SAC’s White drove for the twp point lead, but as time ran out, Stywalt finished the half with a drive off the glass just before the buzzard sang, for a game tie of 23 at halftime. 
At the half, Stywalt was 4-9, with 9 points and 2 rebounds, SAC’S Sikes, 3-for-7, had 6 points and 6 rebounds and 3 steals. 

With the second half opening, the Lady Falcons in the lead, Griffis with a baseline drive, boosted the team to a five point lead. However, the sprout didn’t last long, with consecutive takes by Stywalt that brought the Lady Golden Bulls within a game tie at 40 with 9 minutes left in the half. JCSU took the lead, 48-37, and continued in the lead with a 5-0 run from Stywalt, with a baseline take and up-the-middle, one-arm take for the foul. Her free throw completion raised the Lady Golden Bulls to 6-point advantage, 53-47. 
Sikes, back in effect, fed the rock to the Lady Falcons’ freshman center Keyona Bryant  in the paint, to bring the team within four of a game tie. With 53 seconds left to play, JCSU held off with possession, moving the ball as time winded down to seal their semifinals victory over the Lady Falcons, their time defeating them this 2008-09 season. The Lady Golden Bulls will advance to the tournament finals Saturday February 28th at 5:00 p.m.
JCSU’s Wendy Stywalt was named the game’s Most Valuable Player and ended 8-24 and 8-10 at the line, with 24 total points, 8 rebounds and 4 assists and 2 steals. Griffis ended the night named the Player of the Game.  

