ARTICLE IV
GENERAL COMPLIANCE INFORMATION
4.01
GENERAL ELIGIBILITY INFORMATION
Member institutions will adhere to NCAA, CIAA and Member institutions regulations in 

administering certification for all student-athletes. Satisfactory-progress is to be interpreted at 

each member institution by the academic authorities. Institution and Conference regulations may 

be more strict than the NCAA but not less than.  

4.02
STUDENT-ATHLETE PARTICIPATION
a.
All student-athletes must be certified prior to participation.  


b.
Each member institution is responsible for student-athlete certification and for

submitting all required forms with required signatures to the conference office 

prior to student-athlete participation. 

c.
Any institution that allows a student-athlete to participate prior to meeting NCAA 

eligibility requirement is in violation of NCAA rules and should be reported to the conference office immediately. 

 
d.
Any institution that allows a student-athlete to participate prior to submitting the 

certification forms to the conference office may be assessed a fine for each game 

the student-athlete participated.   

e.
Any student who makes false statements on any documents required by the 

institution and the Conference office will render themselves ineligible for 

participation.  

f.
Whenever there is evidence and justification, the Commissioner may declare a 

player or institution ineligible.  Notification will be sent to the President and 

Athletic Director of the institution involved.  Any student found ineligible must 

cease participation immediately.

g. 
Any student who participates in any athletic contest as a member of any team 

under an assumed name will be permanently ineligible for participation in the 

CIAA.

4.03
CIAA FORMS 
a.
All eligibility forms must be submitted to the conference office by the required 

deadline. Student-athletes submitted on a supplementary list must be in the 

conference office 48 hours prior to participation with all of the required forms.

b.
All forms must be completed and signed prior to submitting to the conference 

office.  Incomplete and incorrect forms will not be accepted and will be returned to your 

institution.  Fines will be assessed for late forms.

c.
Forms may be faxed, but all originals must be mailed.
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4.03.1
CIAA Accounting for Time
The Accounting For Time Form is for all student-athletes who did not enter your institution upon 

graduating from high school.  This form lists all activities and the whereabouts of a student-athlete 

prior to attending your institution.

4.03.2 CIAA Eligibility Forms.  Verifies if the student-athlete is meeting satisfactory progress at your                                                   institution.

4.03.2.1
CIAA Release (14.5.3.10).  Verifies if the student-athlete was released and

received a one-time transfer per NCAA Bylaw 14.5.3.10.  If the one-time exception is not 

being used, this form is required to verify recruitment status, years of participation, number 

of full-time terms etc.  Note:
Member institutions may derive their own release, which 

may be  approved by the Conference Office.

4.03.2.2
CIAA Transfer Eligibility Form.  Lists all institutions and colleges that the student-athlete attended upon transferring.  List the number of hours and grade point average accepted by the member institution.  State exception used to certify the student.  4.03.2.3
48-C. Verifies the status for freshmen certification through the NCAA

          Clearinghouse.

4.03.3  REQUIRED FORMS FOR CERTIFICATION
a.
Initial-Freshmen 

All initial-freshmen must be certified by the NCAA Clearinghouse for certification.  The following forms are required in the conference office prior to participation:

1.
CIAA Eligibility Form

2.
48C from the NCAA Clearinghouse

b.
Continuing Eligibility
All returning students must be certified by the member institution.  The following forms are required in the conference office prior to participation:

1.
CIAA Eligibility Form

2.
CIAA Accounting For Time (only if the SA did not immediately attend 

your institution upon graduation.

c.
Transfer Eligibility
All transfers are subject to the 1 year residency requirement unless they meet the 

conditions set forth in Bylaw 14.5.  The following forms are required in the conference office prior to participation:

1.
CIAA Eligibility Form

2.
CIAA Transfer Form

3.
CIAA Accounting For Time Form

4.
Releases
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4.04
OTHER REQUIRED INFORMATION
a.
NCAA Squad List - Filed at institution

b.
NCAA Student-Athlete Statement and Drug Consent Form - Filed at institution

c.
NCAA Coaches Certification - Filed in the Conference Office

d. National Letter of Intent - Filed in the Conference Office and The Collegiate 

Commissioners Association.

4.05
SEASONS OF COMPETITION: 10-SEMESTER RULE
A student-athlete will not engage in more than four seasons of intercollegiate competition in any one sport.   A student shall complete his or her seasons of participation during the first 10 semesters or 15 quarters in which the student is enrolled in a collegiate institution in at least a minimum full-time program of studies, as determined by the regulations of that institution (NCAA Bylaw 14.2.2).

4.06
WAIVERS ADMINISTERED BY THE CIAA
4.06.1
Hardship Waiver.   A student-athlete may be granted an additional year of competition by the conference office for reasons of hardship.  Hardship is defined as an incapacity resulting from an injury or illness.  All conditions must be met set forth in Bylaw 14.2.5 for consideration. 

4.06.1.1 Medical absence.  The credit hours required under the satisfactory-progress regulation of Bylaw 14.4.3.1-(a) may be prorated at 12 units per term of actual attendance during an academic year in which a student misses a term or is unable to complete a term as a full-time student as a result of an injury or illness.  Such an exception may be granted only when circumstances clearly supported by appropriate medical documentation establish that a student-athlete is unable to attend a collegiate institution as a full-time student as a result of an incapacitating physical injury or illness involving the student-athlete or a member of the student-athletes immediate family.  Credits earned by the student-athlete during the term to which the waiver applies may not be used in determining satisfactory progress.
4.06.2
CIAA 2-Year Waiver.  Appeals for the 2-year waiver should be filed using the CIAA 

Request for Waiver of Two-Year Transfer Rule Form.  Any appeal filed without this form, will be disapproved.
CIAA Two-Year Transfer Rule.   A student-athlete who enters a CIAA member

institution subsequent to January 1, 1992 who was recruited, received athletics aid, practiced 

and/or competed and subsequently transfers to another CIAA member institution, shall be 

required to complete two full-academic years at the certifying institution  before being eligible 

to compete for or receive travel expenses from the member institution. A student is not subject 


    to the two full academic years of residence, provided the student has neither practiced nor 

competed for two consecutive years prior to transferring to the certifying institution. 

Extraordinary cases can be appealed on a case by case basis to the Commissioner, who will  

seek the approval of the Board of Directors on any proposed exception to this policy. 

            The Board has final authority on such an appeal. (Revised 8/1/99)

4.07
PLAYING AND PRACTICE SEASON
a.
Practice calendars for in and out of season practice activity must be forwarded to the 

conference office by the 5th of each month.  Fines will be assessed for late forms.
b.
Member Institutions will adhere to the following guidelines in administering the playing and practice season for each sponsored sport. (Refer to NCAA Bylaw 17)

18

4.07.1
NCAA Maximum Length and Number of Scheduled Contests per Sport
SPORT
Length of Playing Season 




Min./Max. # of Contest
Baseball          132-day season, which may consist of two segments
24/56 Contests

Basketball
Limited to period of time between start of preseason practice                    22/27 Contests

 and end of regular playing season (see Bylaws 17.5.2 and 

17.5.4)


Cross Country Limited by dates and regulations set forth in Section 17.7

   
 5/7 Dates of Comp.

Football
Limited to period of time between start of preseason practice

 8/11Contests

                          and end of regular playing season (see Bylaw 17.10)



Golf                  Limited by dates and regulations set forth in Section 17.11
 7/24 Dates of Comp.

Softball           Limited to 132-day season, which may consist of two segments 

24/56 Contests

Tennis             Limited to 144-day season, which may consist of two segments
10/25 Dates of Comp.

Bowling           Limited to 144-day season which may consist of two segments
  -/26 Dates of Comp
__
Track in/out     Limited to 156-day season for indoor and outdoor track combined,

                          which may consist of two segments
 5/18 Dates of Comp. 



(Schools that sponsor both)








Track in/out     Limited to 144-day season, which may consist of two segments
 5/18 Dates of Comp.



(Schools that sponsor one of the two)







Volleyball          Limited to 132-day season, which may consist of two segments
 9/28 Dates of Comp.

4.07.2
CIAA Minimum Contest Requirements 
a.
The following number of conference contests for each sport must be met to qualify for CIAA championships.  See operating code for each sport.

Team Sports
Baseball

20 Contests (4 contests against each participating member)

            



     

Basketball

16 Contests (2 games vs. all Division opponents & 1 game vs. all                                                                   Cross Division opponents)

Football

6 Contests





Softball

(East) 20 Contests (10 Division & 10 Cross Division)                     (West) 22 Contests (10 Division & 12 Cross Division)    

Volleyball 

16 Contests (2 games vs. all Division opponents & 1 game vs. Cross                   



Division opponents)

Tennis                        14 Contests (2 contests against each participating member)
Women’s Tennis
14 Contests (2 contests vs. Division opponents & 2 contests vs
Cross Division opponents)
Individual Sports
Bowling
3 Contests (conference)
Cross Country
5 Meets (conference or non-conference)

Golf


2 Contests (conference) 






Track


5 Meets (conference or non-conference)
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