ARTICLE I
1.1
HISTORY
The Central Intercollegiate Athletic Association is the oldest Historically Black athletic conference in the United States.  Founded in 1912 on the campus of Hampton Institute (now Hampton University), the CIAA embodies a legacy rich in history and tradition that epitomizes the proud heritage of its ten colleges and universities.  

The conference was originally known as the Colored Intercollegiate Athletic Association.  Its founding fathers were Allen Washington and C.H. Williams of Hampton Institute; Earnest J. Marshall of Howard University; George Johnson of Lincoln University (PA); W.E. Atkins, Charles Fraser and H.P. Hargrave of Shaw University and J.W. Barco and J.W. Pierce of Virginia Union University.  

The conference’s football legacy dates back to 1892.  That year Livingstone College and Johnson C. Smith University (then Biddle College) played in the first football game between two African-American colleges.  The athleticism and sportsmanship the teams exhibited on that rainy afternoon set the standard for the current CIAA member institutions: Bowie State University, Chowan University, Elizabeth City State University, Fayetteville State University, Johnson C. Smith University, Livingstone College, St. Augustine’s College, St. Paul’s College, Shaw University, Virginia State University, and Virginia Union University.  

The CIAA is divided into Eastern and Western Divisions in all of its team sports except baseball, and sponsors sixteen annual championships.  The men’s championships are cross-country, basketball, football, indoor/outdoor track and field, golf, baseball, and tennis.  The eight women’s championships are bowling, cross-country, basketball, indoor/outdoor track and field, softball, tennis, and volleyball.

The reputation of the CIAA as a premiere member of the National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) Division II continues to grow throughout the country.  Expansion of television broadcasts has resulted in nationwide coverage of conference football and basketball contests, as well as the annual CIAA Basketball Tournament.  Increasing competitiveness in other sports is also leading to recognition of CIAA member schools as athletic powerhouses.  This is further demonstrated by the fact that since 2001-2002, the CIAA Volleyball and Softball Champions have received an automatic bid to the NCAA Division II Championship Tournaments.  The reputation, along with the academic success of our student-athletes, is a proud legacy of the CIAA.
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1.2

Mission Statement
The Central Intercollegiate Athletic Association unites Historically Black Institutions which provides equal athletic opportunities for men and women in intercollegiate athletics.  The conference serves to assist member institutions in maintaining the integrity of sports through enforcement of NCAA policies and Conference regulations as an integral part of each institution’s total educational program.

We encourage academic practices that contribute to the overall personal growth and development of the student-athlete.  Our goal is to provide an environment that supports teaching, learning, and friendly competition for student-athletes.  We believe that the welfare of the student-athlete is most important. 
The conference recognizes full participation by all eligible institutions and student-athletes in conference championship programs. We promote and foster the development of fair play, ethical conduct, mutual respect, and sportsmanship amongst member institutions. 

The CIAA continues to develop ways to support and increase exposure for member institutions through sponsorships and television.  We encourage students, alumni, faculty/staff and others to support a conference that has a rich tradition of excellence in athletics and academics.

Tradition, rivalry, intensity, and excitement will continue to describe the mission of the CIAA.  
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1.3
NCAA DIVISION II PHILOSPHY STATEMENT

In addition to the purposes and fundamental policy of the National Collegiate Athletic Association, as set forth in Constitution I, members of Division II believe that a well-conducted intercollegiate athletics program, based on sound educational principles and practices, is a proper part of the educational mission of a university or college and that the educational welfare of the participating student-athlete if of primary concern. 

Members of Division II support the following principles in the belief that these objectives assist in defining the division and the possible difference between it and other divisions of the Association.  This statement shall serve as a guide for the preparation of legislation by the division and for planning and implementation of programs by institutions and conferences:

A member of Division II:

a.
Believes in offering intercollegiate athletics participation to as many of its students as possible, regardless of gender or whether the students are athletically recruited or financially assisted:

b.
Believes in striving for equitable participation and competitive excellence, encouraging sportsmanship and ethical conduct, and developing positive societal attitudes in all of its athletic endeavors:

c.
Believes in scheduling the majority of its athletic competition with other members of Division II, insofar as regional qualification, geographical location and traditional or conference scheduling patterns permit;

d.
Recognized the dual objectives in its athletics program of serving both campus (participants, student body, faculty-staff) and the general public (community, area, state);

e.
Believes in offering opportunities for participation in intercollegiate athletics by permitting athletically related financial aid for its student-athletes; and 

f. Believes that all members of Division II should commit themselves to this philosophy and to the regulations and programs of Division II. 
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