ARTICLE VI
CONFERENCE CHAMPIONSHIPS
6.01
CHAMPIONSHIP GENERAL INFORMATION
6.01.1
 Purpose

CIAA Championships are sponsored by the Central Intercollegiate Athletic Association in conjunction with its membership.  These events are organized for the purpose of promoting sportsmanship among all student-athletes of the participating CIAA institutions, their coaches, administrators, and alumni and communities who support athletics at their respective schools. The CIAA recognizes and sponsors Championships for the following sports:

Men





Women
Cross Country




Cross Country

Football




Volleyball

Indoor Track




Indoor Track

Basketball 




Basketball

Baseball




Softball

Track & Field




Track & Field

Tennis





Tennis

Golf 





Bowling
6.01.2
 Conduct During Championships
It is the desire of the CIAA, institutional representatives, coaches and players that  

championships are conducted in the spirit of competition and sportsmanship, and that 
             participants conduct themselves in a representative manner.  When participating in                  
championships, all players and institutional representatives will be governed by behavior               worthy of commendation.  To this end, the following rules of conduct are expected to                    govern behavior.

6.01.2.1  Rules
a.
Abusive and profane language is prohibited.

b.
Respective coaches are responsible for all team members’ behavior.

c.
Equipment abuse will subject the offender to disqualification from the 



championship.

6.01.3 Participants

Institutions will be subject to a $1,000.00 fine for failure of athletic staff/personnel to maintain control of student athletes.

 
 Only student-athletes eligible under all applicable institutional, CIAA and NCAA rules 

can compete in the championships.  Participation rosters and certification forms must be on file.

6.01.4
 Late Entry Forms & Rosters

Entry forms and rosters must be received by the deadline. Forms received later than the 

deadline may be accepted with a fine of $100 per team or $50 per individual, with a 

maximum financial penalty of $300.
6.01.5
 Official Sponsors/Banners

The Official Sponsors of the CIAA are Alltel, Coca Cola, Food Lion, Bank of America Nationwide Insurance, Russell Athletic and Ford Motor Company.  Banners for the official sponsors will be hung at all Championship sites.  
6.01.6
 Host Institutions

Institutions interested in hosting a Conference Championship should put their request in

writing by the school’s Athletic Director and submit it to the Conference Office.   Host institutions are required to provide facilities that meet specific requirements for Championship play (number of fields, courts, specific dimensions, etc.).   

6.01.7
  Uniforms
All uniforms are subject to meet NCAA and conference regulations (see Bylaw 12.5.4 and 

individual sports NCAA rule books).   When engaged in competition, each athlete must wear 

the official team uniform or they may be disqualified.  Clothing worn in addition must be worn under the uniform.

Uniforms and other items of apparel (i.e., warm-ups, socks, headbands, T-shirts, wristbands,

visors or hats, and towels) must bear the Russell trademark.  The Russell trademark is not 

to exceed 1 ½ inches square in size.  Fines will be assessed. 

6.01.8
  Shoes

Each member institution is required to wear Nike shoes in all contests.  Fines will be assessed for each game a player is not wearing Nike shoes unless prior approval has 

been received by the Office of the Commissioner.
6.01.9
 Pre-Championship Coaches Meetings

Mandatory coaches’ meetings or conference calls for participating schools will be scheduled at all championships to review rules and address any other matters essential to championship play.  It is mandatory that all head coaches participate in this meeting.  Institutions not participating in this meeting are subject to a fine.

6.01.10   Protest Committee

The Protest Committee will consist of members from each Tournament Championship 

Committee.  The Committee will be established prior to championship play.

6.01.11  Medical Services

The CIAA will provide medical training services for all championships.  Member institutions’ trainers should serve as its primary medical contact if traveling with the team.  Any special problems should be directed to the training staff prior to practice or competition.  Teams are responsible for supplying all routine medical supplies such as tape, wraps, towels, kits, etc.  Teams should bring all medical information (including insurance) in the event care is required. Expenses incurred for medical care will be the responsibility of the institution.  Teams will be responsible for transporting any athlete to a medical appointment unless determined to be a medical emergency.  
6.10
FOOTBALL CHAMPIONSHIP
6.10.1
Participants

Northern and Southern Divisional champions as determined by regular season play.
6.10.2
Format

A one game playoff between the winners of Northern and Southern Divisions.

6.10.3
Date
The championship will be played on Saturday one week prior to the start of the NCAA Division II Football playoffs (November).

6.10.4.
Site

The site of the football championship will be determined on an annual basis.

6.10.5
Management 

The Conference Office will be responsible for the management of the championship game.

6.10.6
Rules

The Football Championship will be conducted in accordance with NCAA and CIAA rules and regulations.

6.10.7
Game Ball
The conference will supply game balls for the championship game.

6.10.8
Officials
Officials for the Football Championship will be assigned by the conference Supervisor of Football Officials.

6.10.9
Awards 

a.        The following awards will be issued at the conclusion of the championship game:

1. Runner-up team trophy

1. Runner-up individual awards

1. Championship Team Trophy and Banner

1. Individual champion awards

1. Most Valuable Player Award

6.1
BASEBALL CHAMPIONSHIP

6.1.1
Participants
a.
Each participant must be certified and eligible for competition.  

b.
No more than 24 players may dress during the tournament.

c.
Participating teams must complete 20 conference games to qualify for participation in the

conference championship. Four (4) contests against each participating member.

d.
All conference games must be completed the Monday prior to the conference championship. 

6.1.2
Date
a.
The Championship held in conjunction with Spring Sports Championship, the third week in April.
  
The three-day tournament will begin on Thursday (Rain date-Sunday).

b.
The date is subject to change by the Conference Office.

6.1.3
Site
a.
Determined on an annual basis (2-3 regulation fields are recommended).
b.
Minimum field requirements will be in accordance to NCAA regulations.

6.1.4.
Protest Committee
a.
All protests must be ruled upon immediately by the games Championships Committee.
b.
Any protest by the coach of a competing team must be made at the time of the action or incident that caused the protest and before play is resumed.  

c.
Protest procedures will be based on NCAA rules. 

6.1.5
Management
a.
The Conference Office and the Championship Committee will be responsible for the 

management of the championship with the assistance of the host institution and the 

appointed Sports Information Director(s).

6.1.6
Rules
a.
The Baseball Championship will be conducted in accordance with current NCAA 

Baseball Rules.

b.     Bats- All non-wood bats used by CIAA institutions will not exceed 2 5/8 inches in diameter                 
 
and the difference between length of the bat and weight (not including the grip) cannot  exceed three   

units.

6.1.7
Game Ball
a.
The Conference will supply tournament game balls.
6.1.8
Championship Format
a.  The top 4 teams are eligible based on the regular season standings which is determined by the highest percentage of conference games won (20 games).

b.
The championship will be determined by a double elimination format.  Each tournament game will consist of nine (9) innings.
c.      
No infield or outfield practice after the first game.
d.      
Batting cages will be used by both teams if available.

e. Higher seed remains home team until they lose.  A team without a loss becomes the home team.  In the event that two teams play each other with one loss, a coin toss will be conducted by the head umpire to determine who is the home team.  The CIAA Baseball Championship times are as follows:  1st Round- 10:00am, 1:00pm, 4:00pm.  2nd Round 11:00am, 2:00pm.  Championship- 1:00pm.  If necessary, the tie breaker will be 30 minutes after the championship game.

f.
Regular season won-lost record be used only for seeding the initial day of tournament play 

and is invalid after the first round.

g.
The top-seeded team shall play the second game of the Tournament on the initial day of play.
6.1.9
Inclement Weather 
a.
If inclement weather and the conditions of the field require postponement of championship play, an alternative date(s) and site will be determined by the participating Athletic Directors and the Commissioner's Office.  

b.
All games completed during the play-offs and/or championship, prior to postponement, will be used to complete the play-off and/or championship play once rescheduled.      

6.1.10
Umpires
a.         The CIAA will be responsible for providing four (4) umpires for all games during the

            Championship.

b.    Each umpire must have worked at least two (2) of the conference’s regular season                          
games in order to officiate the tournament.

c.
No umpire will be allowed to go behind the plate, if the Championship Game is the first game that he/she has umpired in the tournament.

d.
Umpires who start the tournament must umpire the entire tournament. 

6.1.11
Tournament Awards

a.
First, Second place winners.

b.
24 individual champion awards.

c.
All-Tournament Team (8 regular, 2 Pitchers, 1DH, 1 utility) - Selected by the 

Tournament Committee.

d.
Tournament MVP - Selected by Tournament Committee.

6.2.
BASKETBALL CHAMPIONSHIP
6.2.1
Participants
a.
Each member institution must complete their conference schedule prior to 

 

participation in the conference tournament.
b.
Each member institution must submit the CIAA certified team rosters for 

their men's and women's basketball team. 

c.
A listing of persons approved by the Conference Office as the official traveling party 

for that team will be granted pass credentials and admission to the arena.

d.
The certified roster can include up to 15 players, 5 coaching/support staff, and 


1 bus driver.

e.
Players may not be substituted for coaching/support staff nor may additional 

coaching/support staff be substituted for players.

6.2.2
Site:    Time Warner Cable Arena, Charlotte, NC
6.2.3
Management 
a.
The Conference Office and the Tournament Committee will be responsible for 

the management of the tournament.

6.2.4
Rules
a.
Basketball Championship rules will be conducted in accordance with current 

NCAA Men’s and Women’s Basketball Rules and Conference regulations.
6.2.5
Game Ball
a.
The Conference will supply Spalding Balls for all tournament games.
6.2.6
Seeding & Pairings

a.
Tournament seedings and pairings are determined the Sunday prior to the first 


scheduled tournament game.

b.
Game times are determined by the CIAA Basketball Tournament Committee on the 

Sunday prior to the first scheduled game.

c.
The first and second placed teams in each division will receive a bye for the first 


round of play.    

6.2.7
Complimentary Tickets for Player's Parents/Relatives
a.
Each team member for games he/she is competing in is allowed to designate two relatives to obtain complimentary tickets for the CIAA Basketball Tournament.

b.
The CIAA Office will forward a complimentary pass list in January to the Athletic 

Director.

c.       Prior to the tournament, an approved list of those individuals receiving complimentary 

tickets will be sent to the Athletic Director.  Only those approved will receive complimentary tickets.  Changes to the list will not be allowed.
6.2.8
Referees
a.
Referees will be assigned by the conference Supervisor of Basketball Officials.

6.2.9
Awards
a.
The following awards will be issued at the end of the championship game:

1.
Runner-up Team Trophy

2.
Runner-up Individual Awards

3.
Championship Team Trophy and Banner

4.
Individual Champion Awards

5.
All-Tournament Team - Tournament Team Committee

6.
Most Valuable Player - Tournament Team Committee

7.
John B. McLendon Sportsmanship - Tournament Team Committee

8.         CIAA Highest Team Academic Average - Awards Committee
6.3
CROSS COUNTRY  MEN’S & WOMEN’S CHAMPIONSHIP
6.3.1
Participants
a.
All participants must be certified and must be listed on the Cross Country Entry form submitted to the Conference Office.  Players may not be added after the deadline.

b.
A minimum of five (5) participants are required to participate and complete the course in the championship. Teams are limited to a maximum of seven (7) runners in uniform.  

c.
Each participating member institution must compete in at least four (4) meets prior to qualifying for the championship. 

d.
Players may not be added after the entry deadline.
e.
Required that proof of performance forms must be submitted by all participating teams prior to the championship.
6.3.2
Date


Deadline is actual date.

6.3.3
Site
a.
The site of the Championship will rotate from the Eastern Division to the 

Western Division on an annual basis, if possible.

6.3.4
Meeting
a.
A walk-through and scratch meeting will be held the day prior to the 



championship for all head coaches. 
6.3.5
Management
a.
The Conference Office and the Championship Committee will be responsible for the management of the championship with the assistance of the host institution 

and the appointed Sports Information Director(s).

b.
Meet Officials: The host institution will be responsible for designating individuals as meet officials, with the assistance of the Conference Office.  Officials will include clerks, head starter, inspectors, timers, judges of finish, time recorders, finish place recorders, gate controllers, chute marshals, scorer and quick scorers.

6.3.6
Rules 
a.
The Cross Country Championship will be conducted in accordance with 

current NCAA Men’s and Women’s Cross Country Rules.
b.
The men's race will be five miles (8 kilometers) and the women's race will be three 

miles (5 kilometers).

6.3.7
Scoring
a.
First place will score one point; second place two points; third place, three points and so on.  All runners who finish the course will be ranked and tallied up to the top seven finishers from each team.

b.
The score will be determined by totaling the points of the first seven runners of each team to finish.  The team scoring the lowest number of points will be the winner.

c.
The sixth and seventh runners of a team to finish do not score points toward their team's total.  Their places, if better than those of any of the first five of an opposing team, serve to increase the team score of the opponents.  

d.
If fewer than five finish, the place finish of all members of that team will be 

disregarded.

e.
If a tie occurs in the Championship meet then the sixth player will break the tie and the seventh runner will be used if necessary.
6.3.8
Uniform
a.
All participants must have like uniforms designated by the institution. A uniform normally consists of school-issued shorts and singlets.  However, if the school issues tights and these are worn as the outer garment, then they become the official uniform.

b.
The uniform must be clear and of a material and design as not to be objectionable.

6.3.9
Inclement Weather
a.
If weather conditions (i.e., lightning) do not permit the championship, an alternative date and site, if necessary, will be determined by the participating Athletic Directors and the Commissioner’s Office. 

6.3.10
Awards
a.
First, Second and Third place teams
b.
Top 10 finishers 
6.4
GOLF CHAMPIONSHIP

6.4.1
Participants and Team Format
a. 
All participants must be certified and must be listed on the Golf Entry form submitted to the Conference Office.   

b.
All Participating teams must have played in at least six (6) scheduled golf matches 


with scores for five (5) golfers.
c.
Two (2) of six (6) matches must be conference matches, prior to the CIAA Championships.
d.
Each participating team must have a minimum of five (5) participants in order to compete in the conference championship. Exception, a four (4) player team may compete, provided that the team has met NCAA compliance of seven (7) contests with five (5) players previously.

e.
Teams may not enter more than ten (10) players in the championship. Teams may play six (6) but must designate the five (5) that will represent the team in the 5 count 4 format.  The sixth player will count only as an individual.
f.
NCAA Super Regional Tournament-Atlantic and Southeast Regions 

(DII Golf Champ. Handbook-pg 10)


CIAA Receives Automatic Bid


“Teams and individuals must play a minimum of seven (7) contests, including at least 
four (4) in the spring, in order to be considered for selections.  For team selections, 
the minimum criteria, including the number of contests must be completed by 


the conclusion of the CIAA Championship.”

6.4.1.1
Tournament Committee

a.
Shall consist of the Tournament Director, clubhouse professional, and CIAA Golf Coaches' Association President or their designee, Athletic Director.

6.4.2
Date
a.
The Golf Championship will be held the third week of April on Thursday and 

Friday.  Rain date –Saturday.  No rain date required after the completion of the same 
18 holes by all participating teams. 

b.
Practice rounds will be scheduled the day before tournament play. 

c.
The annual Coaches meeting will be held the Wednesday prior to the Championship.

6.4.2.1
Women Players


a.
All players on the men’s/co-ed team shall play from the same tee.
6.4.3
Sites
Determined on an annual basis.

6.4.4
Management
The Conference Office and the Championship Committee will be responsible for the 

management of the championship with the assistance of the host institution and the appointed Sports Information Director(s).

6.4.5
Rules
a.
The Golf Championship will be conducted in accordance with current USGA, 

CIAA and local rules.

b.
The Golf Tournament will be 36 holes (18 holes on Thursday and 18 on Friday).

c.
Stoppage of Play Rule
1.
If play during a round must be stopped due to inclement weather, the ball 

should be marked and played from that position (spot) when play is resumed.

2.
If players have completed nine holes of golf and play is not able to continue that same day, the nine holes will count as a round.

3.
If the entire field has not completed nine holes of play, the scores of those who have competed on that day will not be allowed, and the second round will begin the next day.  

4.       The Championship Committee will have the authority to shorten the required       
holes played for the championship if necessary.

d.
Speedy Play Rule
1.
To speed up play, on all holes where a player has made eight (8) 



            strokes, the player may pick the ball up and add one (1) stroke to the 


            total for the hole.
                        2.
In this case, the player is disqualified from competing for medalist individual 

honors.

3.
If the player is in contention for low medalist honors and wishes to continue 


play on the affected hole, the player must first consult a member of the 



Tournament Committee for approval.

4.
If a member of the committee is not readily available, the player must mark the spot of the lie of the eight (8) stroke and discontinue play on the hole, and resume play on the next hole in order of play.

6.4.6
Scoring
a.         Four scores from each team will be counted each day.  The fifth man shall break ties 
for team places.  If a tie remains, then the sixth man will be used as the tie-breaker.  
The tie-breaker scores applied shall be scored obtained during the last day of the 
tournament.  The USGA recommended tie-breaking method shall be applied in the 
scoreboard playoff.

b.
The team with the lowest two day total scores will be declared the team winner, and 

the conference champion.

c.
The individual with the lowest two-day total will be declared the medalist.

d.
All ties for medalist and team honors will be determined by a sudden death play-off 

from the first tee.  Honors on the first tee will be determined by a coin toss.  All 

ties for other honors will be determined by a score card play-off.

6.4.7
Team Pairings
a.
Pairings shall be determined day-by-day by the tournament committee prior to the start of competition.   

6.4.8
Inclement Weather
a.
Inclement weather will be determined by the Games Committee.

b.
The tournament schedule will be revised as necessary by the Tournament Committee.

c.
If play has been stopped because of inclement weather, all players will return to the 

course at the same time.

d.
A portion of the course may be allowed to resume play in order to ensure that all 

participants complete nine holes of play for that day.

e.
If the tournament should be stopped after nine holes on the second day, the first 27 holes will be used to determine the champion.

f.
If there is no play on the second day, the 18 holes played on the first day will count.

6.4.9   Awards
a.
Trophies will be awarded to First, Second and Third place winners 

b.
Individual team championship awards

c.
The individual champion with the lowest score will be the medalist.

d.
All-Tournament Team - 5 players

e.
Coach of the Year
6.4.9.1 Player of the Year
a. 
The Golf Coaches' Association shall select one player to be submitted to the CIAA Office. 


Criteria for selection by the Association shall be:

1. The lowest total score from the Eastern, Western, and CIAA conference tournaments. Ties shall be broken with the lowest individual score in reverse order of tournament play, i.e. CIAA Championships, Eastern and Western Division tournaments.

2.  Player must complete all three tournaments to qualify. 
6.5
MEN’S & WOMEN’S INDOOR TRACK CHAMPIONSHIPS
6.5.1
Participants
a.
All participants must be certified and must be listed on the Indoor Track Entry form 

submitted to the Conference Office.   Players may not be added after the deadline.

b.
Participating teams are allowed four athletes per event, per school.
c.
Each member institution must have a minimum of fourteen (14) participants for 


sponsorship requirements.

d.
Each participating member must compete in at least four (4) meets prior to qualifying  

for the championship.
6.5.2
Date:



a.
February

6.5.3
Site
a.
The site of the Track Championship is determined on an annual basis.

6.5.4
Management
a.
The Conference Office and the Championship Committee will be responsible for the 

management of the championship with the assistance of the host institution 

and the appointed Sports Information Director(s).

b.
Meet Officials:  The Conference Office will provide the meet officials, 



with the assistance of the facility coordinator or host institution.  The officials will 

include a head starter, head inspector, two recall starters, track referee, scorers 

and an announcer.
6.5.5
Rules
a.
The Indoor Track Championship will be conducted in accordance with 

current NCAA Men’s and Women’s Indoor Track Rules.
6.5.6
Scoring
a.
The six-place scoring system (10-8-6-4-2-1) in individual and relay events will 

be used (i.e. first place earns 10 team points, second place earns eight team points, 

etc.).
6.5.7
Declaration
a.
Declaration must be made in person by each coach at the location designated by the 

host institution.  Final declarations will not be accepted by wire, telephone or mail.  

An employed representative of the athlete’s institution or a coach from a participating 

institution may declare for a team/individual if necessary.

b.
Late declaration petitions may be submitted to the Commissioner or his designee.  If a 

late declaration petition is approved, a $100 fine will be assessed and a letter will be 

sent to 
the Director of Athletics of the petitioning institution with a copy of the coach's 

description of the circumstances.  No late declarations will be accepted after the 


drawing of the starting boxes.

6.5.8
Substitutions
a.
Substitutions are allowed up to 45 minutes before the start of the race.
6.5.9
Uniform
a.
All participants must have like uniforms designated by the institution. A uniform 


normally consists of school-issued shorts and singlets.  However, if the school issues 

tights and these are worn as the outer garment, then they become the official 

uniform.

b.
All members of a  relay team must wear identical outer garments (for example, if the 

outer garment is shorts, all four members of the team must wear shorts; if the outer 

garment is briefs, all must wear briefs).  Any visible garment worn under the singlets 

will be of an identical color as those worn by other members of the relay team.  Any 

visible garment worn under the shorts will be of an identical color as those worn by 

other members of the relay team.

6.5.10
Awards
a.
First, Second and Third place teams.

b.
Individual trophies for the top three place finishers of each event.  


c.
Most Valuable Indoor Field Event and Track Athlete will be selected by the 

participating coaches.

Indoor Track Championship Events

Men




Women

Long Jump



Long Jump

Triple Jump



Triple Jump

Shot Put



Shot Put

High Jump



High Jump

Pole Vault



1 Mile

1 Mile




55 M Hurdles

55 M Hurdles



55 M Dash

55 M Dash



400 M Dash

400 M Dash



800 M Run

800 M Run



1600 M Relay

3000 M



200 M Dash

1600 M Relay



Distance Medley

200 M Dash


Distance Medley

6.6
OUTDOOR TRACK & FIELD CHAMPIONSHIPS
6.6.1
Participants
a.
All participants must be certified and must be listed on the Outdoor Track Entry form submitted to the Conference Office.  Players may not be added after the deadline.

b.
Participating teams are allowed four athletes per event, per school.
c.
Each member institution must have a minimum of 14 participants for sponsorship  

requirements.

d.
Each participating member institution must compete in at least four (4) meets prior to qualifying for the championship.

e.
Required that proof of performance forms must be submitted by all participating teams 


prior to the championship.
6.6.2
Date:



a.
Third weekend of April. Rain date-Sunday.

6.6.3
Site
a.
The site of the Championship is determined on an annual basis.

6.6.4
Management
a.
The Conference Office and the Championship Committee will be responsible for the management of the championship with the assistance of the host institution 

and the appointed Sports Information Director(s).

b.
Meet Officials: The officials will include a head starter, a head inspector, two recall starters, a track referee, a field referee, scorers, clerk, umpires and an announcer.
c.
Deadline for entries shall be one week prior to the initial championship date.  All entries will be made on-line to insure fewer entry errors, fewer disputed entries. The virtually paperless entry process will provide records.
d.
Qualifying standards for the Conference Track and Field Championship are established based on an average of the final results of the eighth (8th) finisher in each event for the past five (5) years.  Subsequent standards will be based on the previous year's championship performance/final results. 

6.6.5
Rules
a.
The Outdoor Track Championship will be conducted in accordance with 

current NCAA Men’s and Women’s Outdoor Track and Field Rules.
6.6.6
Scoring
a.
The eight-place scoring system (10-8-6-5-4-3-2-1) in individual and relay events will be used for Outdoor Championships (i.e., first place earns 10 team points, second place earns eight team points, etc.).
6.6.7
Declaration
a.
Declaration must be made in person by each coach at the location designated by the host institution.  Final declarations will not be accepted by wire, telephone or mail. An employed representative of the athlete’s institution or a coach from a participating institution may declare for a team/individual if necessary.
6.6.8
Substitutions
a.
Substitutions are allowed up to 45 minutes before the start of any relay race at the CIAA Track & Field Championships.
6.6.9
Uniform
a.
All participants must have like uniforms designated by the institution. A uniform normally consists of school-issued shorts and singlets.  However, if the school issues tights and these are worn as the outer garment, then they become the official 

uniform.

b.
All members of a relay team must wear identical outer garments (for example, if the outer garment is shorts, all four members of the team must wear shorts; if the outer garment is briefs, all must wear briefs).  Any visible garment worn under the singlets will be of an identical color as those worn by other members of the relay team.  Any visible garment worn under the shorts will be of an identical color as those worn by other members of the relay team.

c.
The primary color of any one-piece suit worn by members of a relay team must be the same as the primary color of the top of those members not wearing one-piece body suits.  The members may wear pants, shorts, or briefs, or a combination thereof that are of an identical primary color.  The length of one-piece body suits, if worn, may vary.  Any visible garment worn under the tops shall be of identical color as those worn by the other members of the relay team.  Any visible garment worn under the pants, shorts, briefs, or one-piece body suits shall be an identical color as those worn by other members of the relay team.   


6.6.10
Awards
a.
First, Second and Third place teams.

b.
Individual trophies for the top three place finishers of each event.  


c.
Most Valuable Outdoor Field Event and Track Athlete will be selected by the 

participating coaches.


Outdoor Track Championship Events

Men




Women

Pole Vault



High Jump

High Jump



Shot Put

Shot Put                                              Long Jump 

Long Jump



Javelin

Javelin




Triple Jump

Triple Jump



Discus

Discus




400 M Relay

400 M Relay



1500 M Run

1500 M Run



100 M Hurdles

110 M Hurdles


400M Dash

400 M Dash



100 M Dash

100 M Dash



800 M Run

800 M Run



400 M Hurdles

400 M Hurdles


200 M Dash

200 M Dash



1600 M Relay

5000 M Run
1600 M Relay
6.7
SOFTBALL CHAMPIONSHIP
6.7.1
Participants
a.
Each participant must be certified and eligible for competition.

b.
No more than 18 players may dress during the tournament.

c.
Participating teams must complete 18 of their conference games to qualify 

for participation in the conference championship.
d.
All divisional games must be completed the Monday prior to the conference 

tournament.  

e.
The top four teams in each division will advance to tournament play.

6.7.2
Date
a.
The Championship will begin on Thursday, the third weekend of April. Rain


date-Sunday.

6.7.3
Site
a.
Determined on an annual basis.  Four regulation fields are recommended.  

6.7.4 
Protest Committee
a.
All protests must be ruled upon immediately by the Championship Committee.
b.
Any protest by the coach of a competing team must be made at the time of the 


action or incident that caused the protest and before play is resumed.  

c.
Protest procedures will be based on NCAA rules. 

6.7.5
Management
a.
The Conference Office and the Championship Committee will be responsible for the management of the championship with the assistance of the host institution 

and the appointed Sports Information Director(s).

6.7.6
Rules
a.
The Softball Championship will be conducted in accordance with current 

NCAA Softball & CIAA Rules.

b.
The higher seed will be the home team.


c.
Eight run rule after 4.5 or 5 innings.  

  
d.
Home team will take 3rd base dugout.


e.
There will be no International Tie-breaker in the semi-final and final championship contests and you must play until the game has finished and a winner has been established. The International Tie-breaker will be used in preliminary rounds at the top of the 10th .  
            f.
If a second game is needed to declare a champion, a coin flip will determine the home team. 


g.
Batters and catchers may wear scarves or a cap (must be institutional colors) under helmets when batting or catching behind the plate.

6.7.7
Game Ball
a. The Conference will supply Dudley softballs for all tournament games.

6.7.8
Championship Format
a.
The Champion will be determined by double elimination.

6.7.9
Inclement Weather 
a.
If inclement weather and the conditions of the field require postponement 

of championship play, alternative date(s) and site will be determined by the 

participating Umpires, Softball Tournament Committee and the Softball Association’s President.  
b.
All games completed during the play-offs and/or championship, prior to 

postponement, will be used to complete the play-off and/or championship play once rescheduled.   


c.
Coaches must provide contact number(s) to the Tournament Chairperson.  

6.7.10
Umpires
a.
The CIAA will be responsible for providing three umpires for the Championship.
6.7.11
Awards
a.
First and Second place winners.

b.
Individual Champion Awards.

c.
12 Individual player All-Tournament Team award – Coaches will nominate 2 players from their team and 1 player from the opponent’s team (Nominations are due at the conclusion of each game).
d.
Tournament MVP Award - By recommendation of coach of the championship team to the championship committee. 
6.8    TENNIS CHAMPIONSHIPS
6.8.1
Participants
a.
All participants must be certified and must be listed on the Tennis Entry 

form submitted to the Conference Office.   

b.
No more than ten (10) players may be in uniform during the tournament.
c.
A player cannot play lower than the position he/she played if he/she played more 

than 70% of the season.
d.
All Conference games must be completed the Monday prior to the conference 

tournament. 
e.
The championships will provide for a team, single-elimination tournament for all current members for each gender.
Only top four (4) teams in each division will qualify for the Women’s Championship. 
6.8.2
Date
a.
The Championship will begin the third weekend of April, beginning on 


Thursday.  Rain date-Sunday

6.8.3
Site
a.
Determined on an annual basis.  9-12 regulation courts are recommended.  

An alternative indoor facility is recommended in case of inclement weather. 

6.8.4
Protest
a.
All protests must be ruled upon immediately by the games Tournament Committee.
b.
Any protest by the coach of a competing team must be made to the referee at the time of the action or incident that caused the protest and before play is resumed.
6.8.5
Management
a.
The Conference Office and the Championship Committee will be responsible for 

the management of the championship with the assistance of the host institution 

and the appointed Sports Information Director(s).

6.8.6
General Procedures
6.8.6.1 Uniforms

All student -athletes must exclusively wear the official uniform of their institution during competition.  If possible, student-athletes should also wear their school's official uniform in warm-up for competition and during any awards ceremony during the championship.  In the event that team uniforms are not available, the wearing of apparel with the institutional name, emblems or initials may be worn and are recommended as optional uniforms.  In accordance with NCAA rules, the institution's official uniform (including warm-ups) and all other items of apparel (socks, headbands, etc.) should bear only a single manufacturer's or distributor's logo or trademark on the outside of the apparel (regardless of the visibility of the trademark or logo).  The logo or trademark must be contained within a four-sided geometrical figure (i.e., rectangle, square, parallelogram) that does not exceed two and one-fourth square inches (2 1/4") in size.  Equipment (shoes, etc.) may bear only the manufacturer's normal label or trademark, as it is used on all such items for sale to the general public.  Failure to comply with this regulation may cause disqualification or may jeopardize the student-athlete's eligibility.

6.8.6.2 Lineup

All players should be seeded at the same position in which they have played the majority of their matches during intra-conference dual match competition.  No player shall normally be seeded at any position unless that player has played at least two-thirds of their conference dual matches at that position.  In unusual circumstances or prolonged injury, a player may be considered for seeding at a position without having met the two-thirds rule. The head coaches shall make the determination as to whether a particular exemption is warranted.

6.8.6.3 Seeding & Draw

The seeding of teams will be done in advance using established criteria.  In all seeding cases, conference coaches will have an opportunity to introduce new information that may affect their team seeding at the seeding meeting.  The following is the advanced criteria for seeding:

a.  Determining Seeds

1. The team with the highest winning percentage will be seeded first, next highest second, etc.

2. All ties will be broken in the order in which they occur, from top to bottom in the standings.
b. Determining Ties 

1. Two Team Ties  If two teams tie for a position and one beats the other during the regular season, the winning team receives the higher seed
2. Multiple (3 or more teams) Ties  Compare the combined record of each of the tied teams against the other teams that are involved in the tie until an advantage is gained.  (Example:  Team A’s combined record against both Team B and Team C, as compared to Team C’s combined record against both Team A and B).  If the multiple tie still exists, compare each of the tied teams’ records against the team occupying the highest position in the standing and work down until the tie is reduced to a two-team tie, at which time revert to the two-team process or until the tie is broken.

3. Unbreakable Tie  If a tie still exists, add up match points won against all tied opponents for each team.  The higher seeds are in rank order of match points won (i.e. in a three-way tie involving Teams A, B, and C – Team A lost to Team B 6-3 and defeated Team C 5-4, thus they would have 8 total points and would be compared with the points of Teams B and C.)
4.  Coin Toss  In the event that a tie cannot be broken, the tie shall be broken by a coin toss conducted by the Associate Commissioner. If a tie still exists, add up match points won against all tied opponents for each team.  The higher seeds are in rank order of match points won (i.e. in a three-way tie involving Teams A, B, and C – Team A lost to Team B 6-3 and defeated Team C 5-4, thus they would have 8 total points and would be compared with the points of Teams B and C.)

6.8.6.4 Match Format

a.
All single main draw matches during the tournament shall be the best of three sets; all doubles shall be eight game pro-sets. 
b. An abbreviated match format shall be adopted if necessary due to weather conditions to ensure quality play.  
c. Match times shall be set in advance in conjunction with the host site tournament director.
Alternate Scoring Methods (Rule 27)


Short Sets

The first player/team who wins four games the Set, provided there is a margin of two games over the opponent(s).  If the score reaches four games all, a tie-breaker game shall be played. 

Match Tie-Break 

When the score in a match is one set all, one tie-break game shall be played to decide the match. The player/team who first wins ten points shall win this match tie-break and the match provided there is a margin of two points over the opponents(s).
Change of Ends 

This alternative to the change of ends sequence in a tie-break game may be used.  

During a tie-break game, players shall change ends after the first point and thereafter after every four points. 


Reference:  Friend at Court: The USTA Handbook of Tennis Rules and Regulations

6.8.6.5 Scoring & Rules 
a. 
USTA, and Intercollegiate Tennis Association (ITA) rules published in the current issue of "Friend at Court" will be followed unless superseded by Conference rules adopted by the Men's and Women's Tennis Committee's and noted in the bylaws. 

b. 
Team scoring format will follow the scoring format used for the current year NCAA Tournament. Men and women will both follow nine point scoring with three, eight game pro-sets for doubles and six best of three sets for singles. A 12-point tie-breaker will be used for all matches.                                      
c. 
Order of play will be three doubles followed by six singles.
6.8.6.6 Protest Procedure/Player Appeals

All protests relating to matters that develop during a match shall be made to the head referee.  In turn, if the protests are other than an interpretation of ITA and USTA rules governing play, the head referee shall request the presence and decision of the conference representative and/or Tournament Committee.  A player may request an umpire before or during their match.  The umpire will be provided if available.  Play will continue within five minutes while attempts are being made to obtain an umpire. A player or coach may also request a foot fault judge.  A player cannot call a foot fault on an opponent.  Foot faults shall be enforced strictly during all tournament competition.

6.8.6.7 Warm-Up Procedure

Players will have a maximum of five (5) minutes on court for warm-up before a match.  Warm-ups shall include serves in both singles and doubles matches.  The head or deputy referee will serve as a timekeeper during the warm-up period.
6.8.6.8 Rain Procedure

In the event of a rain delay, play shall continue indoors to maintain the set schedule.  The head referee and the conference representative on-site shall decide if the courts are hazardous and if play should be stopped.  If matches are halted, the players should collect their tennis balls and report the following to the tournament director:

a. Who is serving;

b. The score of the game and of the match;

c. Who is on what side of the net?

All coaches should immediately report to the tournament director for further directions.

6.8.6.9 Check-in Procedure

Players/Teams must check-in with the tournament desk and be ready to play 30 minutes before their scheduled match time.  Any player/team not ready within 15 minutes after their match is called may be defaulted.  

6.8.6.10 Defaulted or Retired Matches

The tournament desk should be notified immediately if a match has been defaulted or retired.  When a player defaults or retires, he is not allowed to play any more matches in that event in the tournament.
6.8.7
Rules
a.
The Tennis Championship will be conducted in accordance with current 

ITA & CIAA Rules.

b.
Team Lineups/Replacements/Alternates
1.
The lineup for the CIAA team championship will be presented to the games committee chair at the coaches' meeting.

2.
Won-lost records at each position played and number of significant 

matches played at the proposed position will be reviewed.



3.
The lineup will be the same for the entire championship, except in case 

of injury, illness or extenuating circumstances (determined by the coach, 

to be approved by the games committee).

4.
Head coaches are required to inform the games committee or designee of 

any changes in the lineups. The games committee has the right to review 

and if necessary, overrule a coach’s decision regarding a lineup change 

based on the ability of the players and the matches during the last half of 



the season.

5.
In team championship singles competition, in case of injury, illness or 

extenuating circumstances during the process of a doubles match, the 

team substitute will replace the injured player.

6.
In case of injury, illness or extenuating circumstances before a particular 

team match, a coach may revise the team’s doubles combination but keep 

it in order of strength as shown by records listed on the team entry form.  



The games committee has the right to review this change and, if 

necessary, overrule the coach’s decision.  A match is considered underway 

once the individual players begin their warm-up on the court.

c.
Coaching and Playing-Court Restrictions
1.
Coaching by the head coach or two designated assistant coaches, who will 

be approved by the institution, will be permitted at the championships, 

provided it does not interfere with play.  If there is no assistant, a player 

not participating in that match may serve as an assistant.  These are the 

only individuals who will be permitted to coach.  For the team 

championship, these individuals must be designated when the team lineup is submitted at the coaches' meeting.

2.
No one other than the participants will be allowed on the playing court or 



an adjacent court, except in case or injury or illness.  If the games 


committee determines that a court is inaccessible, the coach or one 

designated assistant coach may site at the net.  In cases of natural loss 

(i.e., cramps or nausea), no trainer or coach will be allowed on the court. 
d.
Defaults

1.
All matches will be scheduled at definite times.  

2.
Any competition not ready to play within 15 minutes after his or her 

match is scheduled may be defaulted.

3.
Any player who acts in any way that is not in the best interest of the game 

may be defaulted.

4.
Decisions of defaults will be made by the head referee and/or the games 

committee.

5.
The Point Penalty System will apply to all participants.

e.
Injury time-outs
1.
One injury time-out is permitted, per injury-per match, for a maximum of 

three minutes once the trainer begins treating the player. A player may 

suffer more than one injury per match and have a stoppage for each injury. 

Each injury may be further treated at the changeover.

2.
Cramps are considered loss of condition and do not qualify as an injury time-

out.  If a player cannot continue to play due to cramps, the Point Penalty 

System will go into effect.

3.
A Blister is also a loss of condition, but a Blood Blister qualifies as an injury 

time-out.  Loss of a contact lens is considered an equipment time-out; a player 

will be given three minutes to take care of the problem.
f.
Inclement Weather 

a.
If inclement weather and the conditions of the courts require postponement of 
championship play, alternative date(s), and site if necessary, will be                      
determined by the participating Athletic Directors and the Commissioner's               
Office.


b.
If indoor facilities are reserved for the championship, the championship will                                 
be moved to the indoor site.

 
c.
All matches completed during the play-offs and/or championship, prior to 


postponement, will be used to complete the play-off and/or championship play 


once rescheduled.   


g.
Judges

a.
Match officials will be designated and assigned by the Conference Office.

h.
Awards

a.
Conference Champion and Runner-up plaques. 



1. Individual Championship Plaques (Men & Women)

b.
Tournament MVP – By recommendation of coach of the championship team to 



the championship committee.
6.9
VOLLEYBALL CHAMPIONSHIP
6.9.1
Participants
a.
Each participant must be certified and eligible for competition.

b.
All Conference games should be completed the Wednesday  prior to the conference 

tournament. 

c.
The top four teams in each division will advance to tournament play.

d.      In the event of a divisional tie at the end of regular season play the following tie-               breaker rule will be used to determine the seeding of teams: 


1.
Division win/loss record


2.
Division head-to-head record (number of games won in each match); 


3.
Point spread (3-2 tie); 

4.
CIAA win/loss record; and 

5.       Flip of a coin.  This rule should eliminate play-ins prior to the start of pool 
play for the championship.

e.
Traveling parties are not to exceed twenty (20), which will consist of a maximum 

of 15 players, a statistician, a scorekeeper, a trainer, head coach and an assistant coach.  Exceeding this number will be the responsibility and the obligation of the institution.
6.9.2
Date
a.
The Championship will be held in conjunction with the Football Championship (Fall Championships).

b.
All participating teams are scheduled to practice the day prior to the tournament unless the institution notifies the Conference Office to cancel their scheduled practice.

c.
All teams are required to attend the scheduled banquet prior to the tournament.

d.
There will be a mandatory coaches' meeting following the banquet.

6.9.3
Site
a.
The site for the championship will be held in the city hosting the CIAA Fall Championship and must have two regulation courts.
6.9.4
Management
a.
The Conference Office and the Championship Committee (which will include the       SWA) will be responsible for the management of the championship with the   assistance of the host institution and the appointed Sports Information Director(s).

6.9.5
Rules
a.
All matches will be the best three out of  five games, and will be played in accordance wit the rules set forth by the NCAA, AVCA  and CIAA.  

b.  
CIAA conference teams will rally score in all matches.
6.9.6 
Protest Committee
a.
All protests must be ruled upon immediately by the games  Protest Committee. 


b.
Any protest by the coach of a competing team must be made at the time of the action 

or incident that caused the protest and before play is resumed.  
6.9.7
Game Ball
a.
The Conference Office will provide official balls for tournament play.
6.9.8
Championship Format
a.
The tournament will begin with pool play.  The #1 and #3 seeds from one division versus the #4 and #2 seeds from the opposite division competing in each pool of round robin play.  The top two teams from each pool will advance to single elimination play (#1 pool A/B plays #2 pool B/A respectively).  All games will be the best three of five games.  Third place will be decided on the number of games won minus the games lost during the championship.

b.         Ties resulting from pool play will be broken according to the following format:

   
            1.  Overall win/loss record

2.  Head to head

3.  Individual games won in pool play

4.  Overall point spread 

6.9.9
Officials
a.
The CIAA will be responsible for providing referees for tournament play. 

b.
The Conference Office will provide official line judges for the entire tournament.

6.9.10
Awards
  
a.
First, Second and Third place team awards;

b.
Individual team champion awards (maximum of 17 plaques).

c.
Nine (9) player All-Tournament Team - Selected by the Tournament Committee; NOTE: The six member All-Tournament Committee will be selected prior to the championship play.

6.9.11
All-Tournament Selection 


a.
After each match, Coaches rank the top four players, two players from each team.                            The top players from each team will be ranked from 1-2 (2 being the highest                         
 score).

b.  
Ballots are collected after each match of the tournament.  Tally of the ballots 

should be done at the end of the 2nd game of the final match of the finals 

depending on the results (team winning match 2-0).  If match goes to 5 games, 

collect ballots at the end of the 4th game.   

c.
Nine (9) players will be selected for the All-Tournament team, which will include 


the MVP.  The Tournament MVP is recommended by the coach of the 



Championship team (The player must have been listed on the nomination form for 

All-Tournament).

d.
A player must have played in at least 75% of the team’s matches in order to be 

nominated.
e.
Final selections are viewed and selected by the Tournament Committee.

VOLLEYBALL CHAMPIONSHIP POOL PLAY
FRIDAY

TIME



POOL A



POOL B

COURT # 1



COURT # 2

9:00 AM


W2 VS E3



E2 VS W3
          11:00 AM


E1 VS W4



W1 VS E4

1:00 PM 


W2 VS W4



E2 VS E4

3:00 PM


E1 VS E3



W1 VS W3

5:00 PM 


W4 VS E3



E4 VS W3

7:00 PM 


E1 VS W2



W1 VS E2

SATURDAY

  5:00 PM


Pool A #1 vs Pool B #2


  7:00 PM


Pool B #1 vs Pool A #2
SUNDAY
1:00 PM


Championship Match           








Awards Ceremony

Court assignments may change to minimize delays in the tournament schedule.

6.10
FOOTBALL CHAMPIONSHIP
6.10.1
Participants

Eastern and Western Divisional champions as determined by regular season play.
6.10.2
Format

A one game playoff between the winners of Eastern and Western Divisions.

6.10.3
Date
The championship will be played on Saturday one week prior to the start of the NCAA Division II Football playoffs (November).

6.10.4.
Site

The site of the football championship will be determined on an annual basis.

6.10.5
Management 

The Conference Office will be responsible for the management of the championship game.

6.10.6
Rules

The Football Championship will be conducted in accordance with NCAA and CIAA rules and regulations.

6.10.7
Game Ball
The conference will supply game balls for the championship game.

6.10.8
Officials
Officials for the Football Championship will be assigned by the conference Supervisor of Football Officials.

6.10.9
Awards 

a.        The following awards will be issued at the conclusion of the championship game:

1. Runner-up team trophy

1. Runner-up individual awards

1. Championship Team Trophy and Banner

1. Individual champion awards

1. Most Valuable Player Award
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